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CITIZENS OF THE WORLD CHARTER SCHOOLS LOS ANGELES 

IMMUNIZATIONS AND HEALTH EXAMINATIONS FOR SCHOOL ENTRY POLICY 
 
The Governing Board of Citizens of the World Charter Schools Los Angeles 
(“CWC LA”) recognizes the importance of adhering to all law related to legally 
required immunizations for entering students pursuant to Health and Safety 
Code Sections 120325-120375, and Title 17, California Code of Regulations 
Sections 6000-6075. This policy applies to all applicants to all CWC LA charter 
schools and CWC LA administrators or designees in charge of admissions. 
 
Required Immunizations for Enrollment 
California law requires that an immunization record be presented to the school 
staff before a child can be enrolled in school. CWC LA requires written 
verification from a doctor or immunization clinic of the following immunizations: 
 

a) Diphtheria.  
 

b) Measles.  
 

c) Mumps, except for children who have reached the age of seven years. 
 

d) Pertussis (whooping cough), except for children who have reached the 
age of seven years. Beginning July 1, 2021, all rising and enrolled students 
in grade 7 must be immunized with a pertussis vaccine booster called 
Tetanus Toxoid, Reduced Diptheria Toxoid and Acellular Pertussis (Tdap).   

 
e) Poliomyelitis.  

 
f) Rubella.  

 
g) Tetanus.  

 
h) Hepatitis B. 

 
i) Varicella (chickenpox), (persons already admitted into California public or 

private schools at the Kindergarten level or above before July 1, 2001, 
shall be exempt from the Varicella immunization requirement for school 
entry).  
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CWC LA’s verification of immunizations will be completed with written medical 
records from the child’s doctor or immunization clinic. 
 
Students are required to meet kindergarten immunization requirements before 
admission to the first year of the Transitional Kindergarten (TK) program.  
 
Exemptions 
By law, personal belief exemptions are no longer accepted or honored after the 
student has entered the next grade span. Governor Jerry Brown 
signed California Senate Bill 277 into law on June 29, 2015. The law has been in 
effect since July 1, 2016.  There are three grade spans where certain 
immunizations must occur for children to attend public school.  The law provides 
limited grandfathering of students who submitted a personal belief exemption 
affidavit prior to January 1, 2016 to continue attending public or private 
school after July 1st, 2016, without being fully immunized, until they enroll in the 
next grade span.  The three grade spans are defined as:   
 

1. Birth to preschool,  
2. Kindergarten to sixth grade, inclusive, including transitional kindergarten, 

and; 
3. Grades 7 through 12. 

 
Exceptions are allowed under the following conditions: 
 

a) The parent provides a signed licensed physician’s statement verifying that 
the child is to be exempted from immunizations for medical reasons.  This 
statement must contain a statement identifying the following: 

• that the physical condition or medical circumstances of the child 
are such that the required immunization(s) is not considered safe; 

• which vaccines are being exempted; 
• the specific nature and probable duration of the medical condition 

or circumstances, including, but not limited to, family medical 
history, for which the physician does not recommend immunization; 

• whether the medical exemption is permanent or temporary; and, 
• the expiration date, if the exemption is temporary. 

 
b) In some limited circumstances, some children, who have not received 

one or more immunizations may attend kindergarten while they catch up 
on these immunizations. Children are considered conditional entrants if 
they:  
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o are behind schedule, have received at least one (1) dose in a series 
and the deadline for the next does has not passed, or, 

o have a temporary medical exemption. 
 

c) Pupils who fail to complete the series of required immunizations within the 
specified time allowed under the law will be denied enrollment until the 
series has been completed. 

 
Any child leaving the United States for a short vacation to or long stay in any 
country considered by the Center of Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”) to 
have increased risk of TB exposure (such as Mexico, the Philippines, India or 
Southeast Asia) MUST contact the County Tuberculosis Clinic for a TB Screening 
upon return. 

Health Examination for School Entry 
The California Health and Safety Code requires students entering the first grade 
to submit a completed health assessment 18 months before or up to 90 days 
after enrolling in the first grade.  
 
In the interest of the child’s own health and school performance, CWC LA 
makes every effort to encourage households to obtain the physical examination 
for the child and makes the Report of Health Examination for School Entry readily 
available. 
 
The law does not require student exclusion from enrollment for failure to submit 
the health examination report.  A waiver (PM 171B) signed and submitted by the 
child’s parents or guardian indicating that they do not want or are unable to 
obtain a health examination for their child may be accepted by the CWC LA 
school in lieu of the certificate of health examination. 
 
 


