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INTRODUCTION 
 
A core part of Citizens of the World Silver Lake’s (“CWC SL’s”) mission is to meet the 
educational needs of all students in an environment that fosters an appreciation 
and understanding of other languages and cultures. Students at CWC will learn 
the California ELD Standards in tandem with the Common Core State Standards for 
ELA/Literacy. Students will be engaged in the type of rich instruction called for in 
the Common Core State Standards for ELA/Literacy, with appropriate scaffolding 
that attends to their particular language learning needs. They will be fully 
supported as they: 
 

•   Read, analyze, interpret, and create a variety of literary and informational 
text types 

•   Develop an understanding of how language is a complex, dynamic, and 
social resource for making meaning 

•   Develop an understanding of how content is organized in different text types 
across disciplines using text organization and structure, language features, 
and vocabulary depending on purpose and audience 

•   Become aware that different languages and varieties of English exist 
•   Recognize their home languages and cultures as rich resources to value in 

their own right that they can draw upon in order to build proficiency in 
English 

•   Contribute actively to class and group discussions by asking questions, 
responding appropriately, and providing useful feedback 

•   Demonstrate mastery of content through oral presentations, writing, 
collaborative conversations, and multimedia work 
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•   Develop proficiency in shifting registers based on task, purpose, audience, 
and text type 

 
 
 
 
PROCESS FOR IDENTIFICATION 
 
CWC SL will comply with federal and state mandates regarding English Learner 
(“EL”) education and re-designation of EL students. CWC SL will meet all 
requirements of federal and state law relative to English Learners, as it pertains to 
annual notification to parents, student identification, placement, program options, 
EL and core content instruction, teacher qualifications and training, re-
classification to fluent English proficient status, monitoring and evaluating program 
effectiveness, and standardized testing requirements. CWC SL will ensure proper 
placement, evaluation, and communication regarding ELs and the rights of 
students and parents. Those requirements include, but are not limited to the 
following items: 
 

•   Home Language Survey: All incoming families will complete a Home 
Language Survey upon enrollment at CWC SL. If parents indicate that a 
student speaks a language other than English, students with no previous 
experience in LAUSD will be administered the California English Language 
Development Test (“CELDT”) or English Language Proficiency Assessment for 
California (“ELPAC”) to determine their English proficiency. 
 

•   CELDT/ELPAC: CELDT will be administered to all students whose primary 
language is not English (within 30 calendar days after they are enrolled in a 
California public school for the first time) and then once each year to English 
learners until they are reclassified. The CELDT is one of the measures used to 
determine whether students will be redesignated from English Learners to 
Fluent English Proficient students (RFEPs). The results from this test will be 
examined alongside other assessments and performance criteria. 
Redesignation will be one of the school’s primary goals and measures of 
success. Beginning in 2017-18, CWC will join other California public schools in 
administering the new ELPAC to determine students’ English language 
proficiency. 
 

•   ELD Monitoring: Students identified as English Learners will have their 
performance tracked both by standardized test scores on an English 
language proficiency exam (now CELDT, and in the future ELPAC) and by 
CWC’s other assessments and measures. In all of the areas above, an English 
Learner will need to demonstrate proficiency in the newly adopted ELD 
standards. 
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At each reporting period, teachers track student progress toward each ELD 
standard. Given the ELD standards’ alignment to the CCSS ELA standards, teachers 
will compare students’ performance and proficiency within ELD specific 
assessments to their performance on other Common Core aligned ELA assessments 
(e.g. NWEA MAP assessment and/or CAASPP). CWC SL will participate in this type 
of data analysis and comparison throughout each school year as part of our usual 
protocols to regularly examine and analyze subgroup data. 
 
School leadership and the Student Success Team will meet with teachers on an 
ongoing basis to evaluate and plan curriculum and differentiated instruction to 
support the language development of English Learners. School leadership and 
teachers, in collaboration with the Student Success Team, will ensure appropriate 
and timely communications with parents about EL classifications. 
 
In an effort to identify ELL students, all incoming families will complete a home 
language survey upon enrollment at CWC SL via the Enrollment Form. 
 
RECLASSIFICATION PROCEDURES 
 
CWC SL will use LAUSD guidelines stipulated in REF-1848.4 and REF-1849.2 issued by 
the Office of Planning, Assessment, and Research as a guide when determining 
reclassification eligibility for EL students. The reclassification criteria are: 
 

Grades K-1 Grades 2-5 Grades 6-8 

Annual CELDT Score 
Overall performance level of 
4 or 5 in the listening-
speaking skill area only. 

Annual CELDT Score 
Overall performance level of 
4 or 5 with scores of 3 or 
higher in all skill areas: 
listening, speaking, reading 
and writing. 

Annual CELDT Score 
Overall performance level of 
4 or 5 with scores of 3 or 
higher in all skill areas: 
listening, speaking, reading 
and writing. 

Grade Level Benchmarks 
Met benchmark goals for 
NWEA and/or CAASPP 

Grade Level Benchmarks 
Met benchmark goals for 
NWEA and/or CAASPP 

Grade Level Benchmarks 
Met benchmark goals for 
NWEA and/or CAASPP 

ELD level 
Completed early advanced 
level based on site-level 
benchmark assessments 
and additional student work 
samples 

ELD level 
Completed early advanced 
level based on site-level 
benchmark assessments and 
additional student work 
samples 

ELD level 
Completed early advanced 
level based on site-level 
benchmark assessments and 
additional student work 
samples 

Progress Report 
Marks of 3 or 4 (Meeting or 
Exceeding) in English 

Progress Report 
Marks of 3 or 4 (Meeting or 
Exceeding) in English 

Progress Report 
A grade of C or better in 
both English and ELD (if 
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Language Arts (listening, 
speaking, reading and 
writing) 

Language Arts (listening, 
speaking, reading and 
writing) 

applicable) 

Parent Opinion and 
Consultation 
Parent-teacher conference 

Parent Opinion and 
Consultation 
Parent-teacher conference 

Parent Opinion and 
Consultation 
Parent-teacher conference 

 
It is CWC SL’s goal that students will progress 1-2 English language levels overall per 
year through this targeted instruction and assessment. For students enrolled at 
CWC SL beginning in transitional Kindergarten, this allows for re-designation prior to 
sixth grade. For students who are enrolled in subsequent years whose language 
development is still in the beginning or early intermediate stage, students will be 
provided additional intervention with a goal that they will stay on target to 
advance 1-2 levels or more per year such that they can be reclassified in their TK-8 
career. 
 
In 2015-16, CWC SL reclassified students at or above LAUSD’s average 
reclassification rate. The Co-Principals will continue to monitor the reclassification 
rate, and, in collaboration with the Executive Director, make adjustments to the 
academic program if reclassification goals are not met. 
 
SERVICES OFFERED: PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION AND RESEARCH 
 
CWC SL will provide all ELL instruction in the general education classroom. In 
addition, ELL students will participate in a Response to Intervention (RTI) model if 
their assessment results indicate that they struggle with any subject area especially 
in English Language Arts and Mathematics. The support provided to ELL students in 
RTI will accommodate and differentiate for students’ language level. Our upper 
grade ELLs receive targeted ELD instruction while students who are not ELLs are 
afforded the opportunity for enrichment classes.  Students are grouped based on 
their English language levels. 
 
Given the variety of home languages spoken by students residing in Los Angeles 
and the instructional philosophy of the school, CWC SL will prepare teachers for a 
multi-lingual environment. Teachers will be trained in a variety of instructional 
techniques to be used specifically with English Learners to provide access to the 
core curriculum, relying on these primary programs: SDAIE and SIOP. 
 
Specially Designed Academic Instruction in English (“SDAIE”) 
SDAIE is a teaching approach that can be used across the curriculum to support EL 
students. It emphasizes the importance of supporting English learners in acquiring 
academic-related skills and knowledge, while at the same time learning English 
through comprehensible second language input. The practice was based upon 
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linguistic theories laid out by a number of researchers including Dr. Steven Krashen 
and Dr. James Cummins, who developed “Contextual Interaction Theory.” At the 
heart of the theory are two major components that impact the SDAIE classroom: 
“comprehensible second language input” and a “supportive affective 
environment.” 
 
Rather than focusing on language development, SDAIE focuses on content 
comprehension. Language is acquired because of the context in which it is 
contained. Teachers build vocabulary with their students and have high 
expectations for success of language acquisition and the concepts. 
 
SDAIE encompasses solid teaching techniques that benefit all types of learners, 
offering particular support to students who are English Learners. The four major 
components of this teaching approach are: 
 

•   A Visual Approach to Classroom Presentation: Teachers will use models, kits, 
manipulatives, and gestures to show students what they are talking about. 

•   A Hands-on Approach to Classwork: Students will learn faster with the use of 
manipulatives and task-oriented projects for them to build new vocabulary 
into their work banks. 

•   Cooperative Learning Strategies: Teachers will structure learning 
opportunities through project-based learning and during workshop 
instruction for students to work together, be held individually accountable, 
and develop positive social skills. Students are more likely to try to practice 
their English skills in smaller groups. 

•   Guarded Vocabulary Techniques: Teachers will make conscious choices 
regarding the language used and how vocabulary will be introduced, 
practiced, and incorporated into all components of their lessons. Paying 
attention to clearly enunciate words and phrases, teachers will avoid idioms, 
colloquialisms and abbreviations. 
 

The SDAIE approach seeks to teach both content and language in a cognitively 
demanding environment. The nature and goals of SDAIE lessons are to provide 
equal access to the curriculum of study. SDAIE strategies are consistent with 
multiple intelligence strategies, project-based learning theories, and special 
education disciplines. 
 
Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (“SIOP”) 
This is a research-based and validated instructional model that has proven 
effective in addressing the academic needs of English learners throughout the 
United States. The SIOP Model consists of eight interrelated components: 
 

•   Lesson Preparation 
•   Building Background 
•   Comprehensible Input 
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•   Strategies 
•   Interaction 
•   Practice/Application 
•   Lesson Delivery 
•   Review & Assessment 

 
Using instructional strategies connected to each of these components, teachers 
are able to design and deliver lessons that address the academic and linguistic 
needs of English learners. 
 
SDAIE and SIOP are all intrinsic to constructivism, project-based learning, and 
multiple intelligences theory. These coordinated approaches will ensure that all 
CWC SL students acquire English language skills in reading, writing, listening, 
speaking, viewing, and thinking, and proficiently meet grade-level ELA standards. 
 
ELD instruction in grades 2-8 
Because the number of English Learners significantly decreases in our upper 
grades, we have a unique approach to explicit EL instruction for these students. 
Students in grades 2-5 are grouped by ELD achievement level across grade spans 
and receive explicit instruction for half an hour per day from highly qualified 
instructors. Teachers tie in high interest subject areas and themes such as 
conservation or math with the thematic units from ELD curriculum. In grades 6-8, 
English Learners who need support are enrolled in an English Intervention course 
that meets twice each week for 1 hour. 
 
FAMILY AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
At CWC schools we honor the whole child. That said, we believe that student 
progress and, in this case, the progress of English Learners, must involve families 
and the community at large. Part of our plan includes providing parents with 
resources and knowledge that will give them the tools necessary to help their 
English Learner at home. We strongly believe that the more education, resources, 
and concrete strategies we equip our parents with, the more successful our English 
Learner students will be.  
 
Our parent education is comprised of several components: workshops that help 
parents understand and interpret their children’s CELDT scores, information about 
the identification and reclassification process, and how to understand EL 
notifications sent from the school. Based on feedback we’ve solicited and 
received from parents of ELLs, our parent education offerings for this population 
have been expanding and are also held at times that are most conducive to 
parents’ schedules. Workshops teach subject specific strategies, ideas for 
homework help, and other concepts. We have also provided ELLs with access to 
computers and other technology over the summer months. Students are invited to 
use the various online programs that are available to them in their classrooms 
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during the regular school year. 
 
Administrators, with teachers’ help, have also developed detailed profiles for all 
ELLs. These are created to analyze each student’s progress and to pinpoint the 
specific interventions each student needs from the school and from service 
providers in the local community. In concert, parent education, resources, and 
tools will help reach our goal of increased ELL achievement from one year to the 
next and ultimately towards more students meeting redesignation criteria. 
 
PROGRAM MONITORING AND EVALUATION 
 
Each school year, school leadership will take steps to ensure CWC SL’s program is 
effective for our English Learner population. As part of this, leadership will partake 
in an annual analysis of our ELD program and go through the following items to 
evaluate, refine and adjust instructional practices for the coming school year: 
 

•   Adherence to Charter School-adopted academic benchmarks as dictated 
by the newly adopted ELA standards 

•   Monitor academic data of each EL and their progress based on the number 
of years within our program to determine if they have experienced 
adequate yearly progress 

•   Monitor academic data of entire EL subgroup to evaluate CWC SL’s 
approach and success with this portion of our student population 

•   Continue to monitor the academic data of students previously reclassified to 
ensure their continued success and progress within all areas of academic 
development 

•   Monitor and support teachers to explicitly identify and teach concrete 
language objectives and academic vocabulary within daily instruction and 
unit plans 

•   Monitor teacher qualifications and the use of appropriate instructional 
strategies based on program design 

•   Continue to monitor student identification and placement 
•   Monitor the availability of adequate resources 

 
SUMMARY OF PLAN IMPLEMENTATION 
 
This plan is currently implemented with fidelity at CWC SL. The needs of ELL students 
will be addressed through the strategies described in this document and such 
strategies will be woven throughout readers and writer’s workshop, math 
workshop, and project-based learning time. The RtI intervention specialist will 
provide push in services for our ELL students. Teachers will receive ongoing 
professional development training, using a culturally and linguistically responsive 
approach. 
 


